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Additional material  

 
Ecosystem services 
 
Social and cultural values: 
The riverine forest and floodplains of the site is of great importance for securing a balanced 
water economy in the region, whose precipitation is rather poor. The riverine forest is also an 
important retention area for floods. A great potential exists for fishing and forestry and 
hunting has always played a big role. In recent years the site has become very popular as 
recreation area. 
 
The area along the Danube river between Vienna and Bratislava has received special social 
and cultural value by its declaration as a National Park in 1996. It granted official 
acknowlegement as an IUCN-category-II area in 1997. This part of the area has a well 
developped cultural and social network. 
 
The area alongside Morava and Dyje rivers has a high cultural and social potential. It covers 
many historical monuments , amongst them many castles of the baroque period. A highlight 
is the Castle “Schlosshof” situated directly nearby the Morava river. The monuments of  
“Carnuntum” remind on the Roman period, when emperor Marcus Aurelius once was here. 
The Danube Limes built the border between The Roman Empire and the Germanic tribes in 
the north of Europe. 
 
Hydrological value: 
 
The complete part of the river Danube in Vienna was regulated during the years 1882-1875, 
east of Vienna between 1882 - 1900. Nevertheless both the groundwater and flood dynamics 
have remained in large areas.The floodplains alongside the Danube river contain the most 
important drinking water reservoir for the eastern Austrian region. Besides that the 
improvement of ground and surface water dynamics are essential for the maintenance of 
biodiverity in the Ramsar site. The hydrology of the Danube is an important factor for 
navigation, too. The still remaining large areas of floodplain forests and meadows are of great 
importance because they offer natural ways of flood control by water-retention in the field. 
 
Alluvial floodplain systems and wetland habitats along the River Danube have a great 
potential to be restored by re-establishing fluvial dynamics and ecological connectivity.  See 
also 16. 
 
Current land use: 

1. part area “National Park Donau-Auen” : 90 % nature zone without land use, rest 
navigation, forestry 

 
2. part area “Morava-Dyje Floodplains”: agriculture, grazing, forestry, fishing, hunting, 

tourism (bicycle touring) 
 
Current recreation and tourism: 
 
Tourism in the national park danube floodplains is permitted only in some defined areas. 
There is a a 50 km  long bycicle trail along the Danube and a 80 km long trail along morava 
river. Many nature trails offer recreation by hiking for the visitors. There are around 1 million 
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visitors per year in the site. Bathing is generally forbidden in the nature zone but there are 
some few places which are offered for that purpose. Private boat trips are forbidden in the 
oxbows along the danube river but allowed in the danube river itself which is not classified as 
nature zone. In the oxbows of morava and dyje river boating is completely forbidden whilst 
in the rivers themselves boating is allowed from 1st June  until  31st December. Hunting is 
restricted and regulated by the national park management authority in the danube area. 
Concerning the other part of the Ramsar site hunting is going on according to Lower Austrian 
hunting law. The WWF White Stork reserve in the city of Marchegg at Morava river 
comprises an extraordinary important resting and breeding facility for the white stork and is 
also a tourist attraction (more than 60.000 visitors per year). 
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