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12. Justification of Criteria Nelected

I.ake Burullus is the second largest Jake aod is the least polluted and most productive
wetland in the Kgyptian Nile Delta. 1t is also considered among the most important
wetlands in the Mediterranean region,

The lake is important for waterfow! popylations, including:

1% or more of population

Armas penclope 24 997 Wintering
Anas clypeata 15,427 Wintering
Aythya nyrova 570 Wintering
Recurvirostra avosetta 2,949 Wintering
Porphyrio porphyrio 500 Breeding
Glareola pratincola 2,000 Breeding
Charadrivs alexandrinus 300/617 Breeding/Wintering
Tringa totanus 1978 Wintering
Larus minuta 4,006 Winteting
Larus ribichindus 13,341 Wintering
Sterna albifrons 6O0-800 Breeding
Childonias hybridus 3,530 Wintering,

Soveral globally threatencd species oecor at the Inke, one ol which wintery in the arca
in significant numbers.

‘I'he lake is a nursery for Mediterranenn tisheries,
13, General Loeation

Kafer Il Sheikh Governorate, Kater 1l Shuikh
14, Physicnl Fentures

Shallow fresh to brackish coastal lapoon along the Mediterranean Sea, The Jake is .S -
2.1 meters deep with salinity of 311", The lake is scparated by the sea by a broad
dune covered sandbar which varics in width between a few hundred meters in the cast
to about five kilometers in the west. There is one narow outlet at Burg Bl Arab, which
connects the wetland with the sea. ‘The lake is fud principatly by drainage water which
is mainly from agriculture, but alko includes some domestic and industrial waste watoer,
Salinity in the lake decivases toward the sonth and west as the distance from the inlet
increascs, becoming fresh near the outflows of the draing and canals flowing into the
lake from the south. There are known (0 be some 74 islands seatiered throughout the
Inke. Situated between the teed-beds along the southern shore of the lake and the
densely populnted agrienltural land of the central Nile Delta is an east-west belt of
natural brackish water marsh, sallpans snd dry sandy/saltish flats, some of which have
been turned into fish farms or reclaimed.
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15, Hydrological values
Drainage basin, Shore protcetion
16. Ecolopgical featnres

North shores of Lake Burullus are domingled by dunes, salt marsh and myd flats and
the sonthern shore is bordered by an extensive fhnge of reed swamp (mainly
Phragmites and Typhia), which covers sround 25-10% of the Iake area. The lake is
rich in submerged vegetation, especially in the mauths of the drains, around the islands
and in the castern part of the lake. Domnnnt species are Potamoyeton pecintineatus
and 7. crispus.

17. Noteworthy flora

Twa threatened species of plants ocour. Senclus macrocarpus and Zygophyllium
aegytium.

18. Noteworthy fauna

One threatened specice of mammal is recorded, Mower's Shrew Crocidura floweri. It
is endemic to the Nile Delta, but its preseni status 1s unknown.

Lake Burullus has been listed as a Birdlafe lnternstions! Important Bird Area (IBA)
given its importance for wintering wateriowl Significant numbers of the world
populations of a number of species ocews in the aica. Three threatened species of
birds have been recorded. Feirugenons Dock Aythya nyroca (winter visitor),
Comcrake Crex erex (migrant) and Lesser Kestiel Jaleo nemmanni (nigrant/former
breeding bird).

There is a possibility that two species of globally (hreatened sea turtle breed on the
sandbar of the lake: Green Turtle Chelonies mydas and §.oggerhead Caretla careria,
It is also likely that the Nile Detla Toad Bujo kassasii which is endemic (o Egyptian
Nile Delta oceurs in the area,

19. Social and cultural value

The lake is an important fishery, 1,000 o 46,000 fishciman exploit the lake fishery
which yielded 53,000 tons in 1995,

Hunting, of quail and songbirds takes place in the Autumn along the sandbar of the lake
and waterbird hunting occurs in the watland in the winter,

There is some grazing in the resdbeds around (he lakeshore and collection of reeds for
fodder. Also, the reeds are harvested 1o make mnts and building materials which arc
sold commercially.
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20. Land tenure/ownership of:

n) site

Most of the laud belongs to the government, alihough there are probably ¢laims of
traditional land ownership. Some of the land i5 privately owned, partienlarly land
which has been gald fo private investors,

b) surrounding area

A mixture of government/privately owned tmd,

21, Current land wse:

a) site

Tighing, reclamation for agriculturc and fish favins, grazing, scattered human
habitations. ;

b) surroundings/catchment

Scattered towns and human gettlements, apricnliore, fish farms, touriem development
(mainly at Baltim), industry (along catchment).

22. Factors adversely affecting the site's ecological eharacier
a) a1 the site
l.ake Burullus is severely eutrophic fiom poltured dininage water.

The freshing of the lake in the south bas lead fo the rapid envorchment of Phragmites
glong the southern shorg, -

Reclamation of the wetland {or agriculture and 11sh farmg has greatly reduced the size
of the wetland in the past foity ycars, While reclamntion projects have been balted by
Gavernor deerge, some projects have contined

Building of coastal bighway along the: snndhar is underway, which will open the aren
up for agricultural reclamation and tourism develapment potentially increasing
pollution and human disturbance al the lake,

Hlegal and over fighing;

Mlegal and over hunting,

b) aronml the gite

The fresh water inflow into the lake might be reduced s & result of water
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economization and irrigation water 1c-use policies in the Delta, which would effect
the salinity of the wetland and change the ceological character of the lake.

23, Consevvation mensures taken:

In May 1998 the whole of Lake Buralhis, including the sand bar was declared a
Protected Area under Law 102/1983 for the Natural Proteciorates.  As the area was
only recently declared, no action hus been taken us of yet to develop (he management
of the resorve.

24, Conservation measures propused by not yel implemented:

It is planned to launch a Medwei-Cilobal Environmental Facility (GEF) in 1999 to
develop the management and infrasuuclure of the Lake Burullus Protected Area,
ncluding the production of & managcinunl plan

25. Currvent scientific research and fncilities:

There is a field station at Burg, Al Arab operated by (he Institute of Oceanography
and Tigheries, which undertakes research au the Inke from the perspective of fisherics

There is some water quality monitoring of the Juke being conducted by the National
Waier Research Center undes the Ministiry of Public Works and Water Resources,
mostly from the perspective of irrigation.

There is an on-gong Darwin Initintive project which will survey sandbar of (he lake
for sea turfles nesting sites.

26, Current conservation educition

None

27. Current yvecrention and fonvism

‘There 18 little or no tourism to the Jake, although large scale tourism development has
been proposed for leisure and ccoloyrism for hoth the national and interational
tourism markets,

28, Jurisdiction

T'he Jake and fish farms arc under the management of the General Authority for the
Development of Figheries Resources (GADER) under the Ministry of Agriculture,

The management of the Lake Burallug I'roteeted Aren and the RAMSAR site iy under
the Nature Conservation Scetion of the Egyptian Unvironmental Alfairs Apency
(EEAA).

The Coastal Highway and reclamption projects along the sandbar are under the
Minigtry of Reconstruction, 1ousing and New Davelopment Projects.
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The Ministry of Puhlic Works and Waier Resonrces manages and maintains the drains
and outlet

‘The Ministries of Interior/Definse rogolate and control access to the lake.
‘Ihe Gavernor influences and conbrals the management of (he arca.
29, Management anthority

General Authority for Visheries Resource Development, Lake Burullus Branch, Burg,
El Arab, Kafer Bl Sheikh Governonile,

I nke Burullus Protected Ares, Kafi 11 Sheikh (still being set-up).
Governor of Kafer El Shiekh, Governovate Building, Kafer Fl Sheikh.
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