This sheet is compiled with data from the period that Kazakhstan was a USSR state.
Information Sheet on Ramsar Wetlands

Categories approved by Recommendation 4.7 of the Conference of the Contracting Parties.

NOTE: It is important that you read the accompag¥irplanatory Note and Guidelines document before completing this form.

1. Date this sheet was completed/updated: FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
06-05-1997 Lo WM
11| 10 | 76 2lz|lz|o|o]|o9
2. Country:
Republic of Kazakhstan Designation date Site RefeeeNumber

3. Name of wetland: Lakes of the lower Turgay and Irgiz

4. Geographical coordinates: 48°42’'N 62°11'E

5. Altitude: (average andior max. & min) NO information 6. Area: (in hectares) 348,000 ha

7. Overview: (general summary, in two or three sentences, ofveitand's principal characteristics)

The wetland comprises a large group of lakes (s@ntleout outflow) in depressions, on a plateau
dissected by a number of drainage channels. Thes lake shallow with a natural hydrological cycle of
several years. Water levels are strongly fluctgatiresulting in the drying out of several riversdan

streams during summer. The waters are very progycpiroviding a valuable food source for visiting
wildfowl.

8. Wetland Type(please circle the applicable codes for wetlanédyas listed in Annex I of theExplanatory Note and Guidelines document.)
marine-coastac A . B . ¢c. bD. E.- F. G. H. I . J . K

inand: L - M- N. O. P. Q. R . Sp. Ss. Tp. Ts
. U. Va-.-Vt. W.Xf .Xp-. Y . Zg- Zk

man-made: 1 . 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 . 6 . 7 . 8

1©©

Please now rank these wetland types by listing thefrom the most to the least dominant:R SS N9 M Ts

9. Ramsar Criteria: (please circle the applicable criteria; see potriext page.)

la.1b . 1c. 1d | 2a . 2b. 2c . 2d | 3a. 3b. 3c | 4da. 4b

Please specify the most significant criterion apptable to the site: __3a, 2C

10. Map of site included? Please tickyesB -or- no [J

(Please refer to thexplanatory Note and Guidelines document for information regarding desirable rirajis).

11. Name and address of the compiler of this form:
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Please provide additional information on each of the following categories by attaching
extra pages (please limit extra pages to no more than 90

12. Justification of the criteria selected under pmt 9, on previous page Please refer to Annex Il in ttxplanatory
Note and Guidelines document)

1b: The Lakes of the Lower Turgay and Irgiz ar@adyexample of a wetland on the edge of an arié.zon
2a: The wetlands provide a moulting place for tlodally threatened speci®&l ecanus crispus.

2c: About 25,000 pairs of birds are breeding atwledland, includingCygnus olor, Anas clypeata, A.
strepera, A. fuligula, Tadorna tadorna andFulica atra. The site provides a very important moulting place
for many different species of waterfowl.

3a: In favourable years the lakes support up tariillion migrating waterfowl and waders includinges
200,000 Anatidae. About 25,000 pairs of birds eesh year.

13. General |Ocati0n2(inc|ude the nearest large town and its administraegion)
The lakes are situated in the Aktyubinsk distmctrth-east of the Aral Sea near the town of Kouilighe
north of Kazakhstan.

14. Physical featu reSle.g. geology, geomorphology; origins - naturahuificial; hydrology; soil type; water quality; wer depth
water permanence; fluctuations in wateelletidal variations; catchment area; downstreagaaclimate)

The wetland comprises a large group of lakes, fdrmedepressions on a plateau dissected by a number
of drainage channels. Some of these channels susatl and in a state of disrepair. The water itatkes

is used for drainage purposes if the water leMédsvahat.

The shallow lakes have a natural hydrological cydlseveral years. The close proximity of the Kyzyl
Kum Desert and the large evaporative surface drélaeowvaterbodies contribute towards the fluctugtin
water levels and result in many lakes and streatyinglout completely during the hot summer, leaving
only stagnant pools among the sandbanks. The tioigaf the plateau is dependent on the intendity o
seasonal floods and river inflow. The mineral catgeand concentration of the lake and river wateies

from flowing freshwater in the hillside rivers talse or brackish waters in closed depression lakes

15. Hydrological Va|UeSZ(gr0undwater recharge, flood control, sedimenttitag, shoreline stabilisation etc)
no information available

16. Ecological featureszmain habitats and vegetation types)

The lakes in the floodplain of the Turgay River anbutaries are fringed by reedbedsRifragmites
communis, and sedge associations predominate in the flaodpheadows. The changing succession of
vegetation reflects the periodic fluctuation in thater level of the lakes. The waters are highly
productive providing a valuable food source for ¥isting waterfowl.

17. Noteworthy flora: (indicating, e.g., which species/communities argue, rare, endangered or biogeographically imparetc)
no information available
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18. Noteworthy faunai(indicating, e.g., which species are unique, renelangered, abundant or biogeographically importacitide
count data, etc.)

In favourable years up to 1.5 million migrating edidwl and waders have been recorded including some
200,000 Anatidae such as greylag godsesdr anser), white-fronted gooseA( albifrons), lesser white-
fronted gooseA. erythropus), the less common red-breasted go@earita ruficollis), several thousand
wigeon @Anas penelope) and diving ducks such as mallal platyrhynchos), teal @. crecca), garganey
(A. querquedula), pintail (A. acuta), pochard Aythya ferina) and goldeneyeBlcephala clangula). Other
birds include Siberian cran&ius leucogeranus), white spoonbill Plateala leucorodia) and great egret
(Egretta alba).

There are up to 25,000 pairs of nesting birds ohalg mute swan Gygnus olor), shoveler Anas
clypeata), gadwall A. strepera), tufted duck A. fuligula), shelduck Tadorna tadorna), coot Eulica
atra), teal and pochard. The wetland is a moultingfsiteseveral thousand birds including greylag gpose
coot, greater flamingdhoenicopterus ruber) and Dalmatian pelicariPélecanus crispus).

19. Social and cultural Va|UeS(e.g. fisheries production, forestry, religious n@ance, archaeological site etc.)
The site is used for restricted commercial fishing.

20. Land tenure/ownership of:
(a) site: State of Kazakhstan
(b) surrounding area: no information available

21. Current land use:

(a) site: Natural resources are exploited withie #thte, but in a restricted way in accordance with
conservation of the wetland as a waterfowl habifdtere is some unspecified agriculture, limited
commercial fishing and a little harvesting of rushe

(b) surroundings/catchment: no information avddab

22. Factors (past, present or potential) adverselgffecting the site's ecological character, includig
changes in land use and development projects:

(a) at the site: The overall conditions of this laetl are very much dependent on the amount ofathinf
per year and over the years. The ecological balahti®s wetland is therefore very sensitive torues

in precipitation. On a regular basis there are lgrob with the water supply of the site. Anthropagen
factors play a major role in the causes of thesblpms. The most important human cause of low water
levels is the construction of barrages upstreanthenTurgay River and its tributaries. The barraggs

off the water supply to the Ramsar site. In ordemaintain the original ecological character of ite, it
would be necessary to remove the barrages, or lease water through them. This requires the
cooperation between two provinces, since the Rasitails situated in the Aktyubinsk Oblast, and the
barrages are located in the Turgayski Oblast. Edeation of water levels not only affects the wikll
(especially waterfowl), but also human populatiand their traditional fisheries and cattle rearing.

Other threats to the ecological character of the @&e overgrazing by the large numbers of catitk a
sheep that are raised in the area. The large nuofbgrazing livestock exerts heavy pressure on the
vegetation and ecological balance of this fragileaaon the edge of steppe and desert. The site is
protected as a Zakaznik, a nature sanctuary, whenting and fishing are controlled. It has been
proposed to upgrade the site to a Zapovednik,ta stture reserve, to reduce the pressure on tbheaha
resources. The establishment of a Zapovednik waldd make it possible to problems of reed-cutting
and over-exploitation ofrtemia vegetation for hay.

(b) around the site: no information available
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23. Conservation measures takeﬂrhational category and legal status of protectedsar including any boundary changes which haven be
made: management practices; whether an officigiiy@ed management plan exists and whether it &as implemented)

At the lakes of the lower Turgay and Irgiz hunting prohibited. The entire site is designated a
Zapovednik, a nature reserve. Exploitation of redtwesources is controlled in accordance with the
conservation of the wetland as a waterfowl habi@immercial fishing is restricted, motorboats are

prohibited and state purchasing of rushes harvdésiatthe wetlands has stopped.

The site has been placed on the Montreux Recordugecof problems with the water supply due to

upstream dams.

24. Conservation measures proposed but not yet imghented: (e.g. management plan in preparation; officiallpgwsed
as a protected area etc.)

In areas where agriculture is permitted, restiiare planned to conserve waterfow! habitat.

25. Current scientific research and facilitieSie.g. details of current projects; existence déffigtation etc.)
The biology and migration of birds has been stuthgdrnithologists from the Zoological Institute thie
Academy of Sciences of Kazakhstan.

26. Current conservation educationie.g. visitors centre, hides, information booletilities for school visits etc.)
no information available

27. Current recreation and tourism: (state if wetland is used for recreation/tourisnti¢ate type and frequency/intensity)
no information available

28. Jurisdiction: (territorial e.g. state/region arfidnctional e.g. Dept of Agriculture/Dept. of Enwirment etc.)
Main Department of Zapovedniks and Game Management
Republic of Kazakhstan

29. Management authority: (name and address of local body directly respoasisimanaging the wetland)
Main Department of Zapovedniks and Game Management
Republic of Kazakhstan

30. Bibliographical referencesiscientific/technical only)

Anon. (1980) National Report of the USSR for t@enference on the Conservation of Wetlands of
International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat, Cagliari, Italy, 24-29 November 1980.
Berezovsky, V. (1980). Spring migration of birdstleé lower Turgay river. InMigrtsii ptits v Azii (Bird
Migration in Asia), Dushanbe, pp. 140-153.

IUCN (1987).Directory of Wetlands of International Importance. IUCN, Gland, Switzerland

Please return to:Ramsar Convention Bureau, Rue Mauverney 28, CH196 GLAND, Switzerland
Telephone*+41 22 999 0170 Fax:+41 22 999 0169. e-mail: ramsar@hq.iucn.org



